
Mayor Jimison opened the Public Hearing for public nuisance violation at 112 Glenwood Ave at 

7:16 on Tuesday, August 20, 2019. The following Council members were present Avis 

Anderson, Doug Baker, Leon Baker, Rhett Coon, Mike Dryden, Betsey Hedrick, Clyde Mitchell 

and Gerald Reichert. Department heads present included: Bill Klunder, Jack Rice, Kevin 

Dorwart and Todd Opp.  

Others present included: Diane Atchison, Jim Atchison, Arnie Ceynar, Bonnie Fehr, Rick Fisher, 

Rosella Fisher, Hunter Herbaugh, Marcia Holas, Paul Hophauf, Mark Kapfer, Doug Kaufman, 

Shana Kaufman, Steve Kaul, Curt Knudson, Melissa Knudson, Bill Lafond, Kathy Lafond, 

Kevin Pena, Michael Scales, Veronica Scales, Lance Silha, Bob Stanhope, and Patty Winchell.  

 

County Sanitarian Kevin Pena provided a packet to the Council that had photos and listed items 

described for the public nuisance violation at 112 Glenwood Avenue. He stated this property has 

been before the Council once previously in 2017 and he has dealt with complaints since 2016. 

The process began again in April of 2019. The last time Pena spoke with the landowner they 

came up with a list (included in the packet) that addresses items to be removed and a timeline in 

which they will be done. There are 6 riding lawn mowers in various states of repair on the 

property many in the photos haven’t moved since 2017. Pena believes it would be sufficient to 

keep one because the property is on two city lots, and the others not in working order/active use 

should be removed from the property. There are also 8 or 9 push mowers on the property that 

appear to be overgrown with weeds and majority have not been used in a while. The lot is being 

mowed by at least one of those mowers. There is a stack of oak boards that the owner has been 

putting to use and that action item is underway currently. A pile of insulation and osb that the 

owner would like the keep but has been uncovered since 2016 but Pena doesn’t see any practical 

use for it at this point in time. A camper trailer and collection of 5-gallon buckets will be 

removed. Lumber and two snowmobiles will be moved under a canopy. The retaining wall 

blocks are in good shape and stacked neatly on one side of the garage, Pena felt would be 

reasonable to leave with a completed project date of June 2020 for those to be used. He also 

noted other items not individually listed included several piles of scrap lumber, tires, truck tool 

box, tiller, and siding that were shown in the photos and had weeds grown up around the items 

that didn’t appear to be used that would all need to go as well. In addition to this list there may 

be other items required for removal. Pena believes there are two junk vehicles on the property. If 

a vehicle is operational and currently licensed it is not considered a junk vehicle. The owner has 

been willing to work but being that this is a repeat situation Pena feels that we need to continue 

moving forward with the nuisance enforcement. Per the Ordinance, if it is declared a nuisance 

the owner has 30 days Pena doesn’t feel that is enough time and recommends extending that to 

60 days which would put us at the end of October. The items listed on the sheet provided have a 

date of completion for the end of October. 

Mayor Jimison asked if any of the City Council members had any additional comments or 

questions. Dryden asked about the lawn tractors if the intention was for repair or removal. Pena 

believes repair was the original intent when he and the landowner were making the itemized list. 



Dryden also asked how many people signed the petition and Pena believed it was 12 landowners 

which is well over the 5 that are required on a petition.  

Dryden also asked what the process would be if declared a public nuisance and the timeline 

given expires. Pena explained per City Ordinance at that point the City would step in. In the past 

the public works crew along with Kevin Pena go in and help clean up and bring in a roll-off 

container and remove items left that are considered part of the public nuisance violation. The 

property owner is then billed for the employee time and landfill fees. 

Reichert clarified that those who signed the petition as well as complaints were all property 

owners in the neighborhood. Pena stated they were and apologized to the Council for not 

including that sheet in the packet.  

Mitchell felt that if we have been doing this since 2016 60 days is plenty of time. Pena further 

clarified the process and steps required from complaints received to nuisance enforcement.  

Dryden asked about the possibility of building a fence. Pena replied the difficulty with a fence is 

this requirement would be a 6-foot fence all the way around. The City doesn’t allow front yard 

fences at that height so that would eliminate that option.  

Mayor Jimison asked twice if any members of the audience would like to speak in favor of the 

public nuisance violation at 112 Glenwood Avenue.  

Michael Scales-116 Glenwood-The family next door is very nice and amicable but they noticed 

when they purchased the property, they noticed the debris. Scales main concern with his two 

dogs is with any reptiles and rodents in the area that may be eliminated if the area was cleaned 

up. The vehicle in front of the house (as the neighbors have indicated) has been there quite a 

while. He stated he was previously a zoning officer in New Mexico and he fully understands Mr. 

Pena’s issues and they would like to see the effort. 

Bill Lafond-117 Hillcrest- Bill lives directly behind 112 Glenwood. This petition was submitted 

due to the negative impacts surrounding properties have been having over the past decade. This 

has impacted the neighborhood in negative ways in the overall aesthetic and decreasing property 

values. There is also an increase danger of fire and rodents. Over the last few months the 

property owners have taken a few steps to clean up the property, but these efforts are only a 

small fraction of what is needed. One of the most frustrating things of the entire matter is that the 

owners continue to bring items onto the property where they sit rarely used. There are many 

other large items not listed in the sanitarians list. He requests that those items be removed from 

the property and stored elsewhere and done so in a timely manner not exceeding 60 days. They 

can then be put to good use and repaired at a later date.  

Curt Knudson-103 Glenwood-Curt stated he lives directly across from the vacant lot in the 

corner. He stated the Fisher’s are wonderful people and has nothing against them but it is an 



eyesore that has been there for too long. It has been there long before 2016, some goes out and 

more comes in and is an ongoing issue. He would like to see the Council do something to help 

with this. Knudson doesn’t believe a fence is a feasible option because with the way his house 

sits, it would still be able to see over the fence and would not resolve the issue.  

Bonnie Fehr-101 Maple- Stated that most of the people here have lived in the neighborhood for 

over 30 years and all take pride in their yards. She would appreciate the Councils help in getting 

this cleaned up.  

Shana Kaufman-119 Hillcrest Avenue- Also doesn’t agree with the fence as a resolution as their 

house would be able to see over the fence as well. They have added a 6-foot fence around their 

property and a large tree/hedge so they don’t have to look down into that property. She at one 

time asked some friends if they would ever purchase her home and they said not with that view. 

Kaufman added they are very good people. There are many beautification projects going on in 

Glendive and she would like the Councils help in getting this taken care of. 

Marcia Holas- 100 Divide Street- Briefly stated that the City has an ordinance in place for a 

reason, either follow the existing ordinance that was in place to handle these problems or change 

the rules. 

Mayor Jimison asked twice if any members of the audience would like to speak against the 

public nuisance violation at 112 Glenwood Avenue.  

Rick Fisher- 112 Glenwood- Met with Kevin the other day and made a very workable plan, part 

of which has already been implemented. Mayor Jimison asked Fisher if he felt extending the 30 

days to 60 days would be adequate time for all the items on the list to take place. Fisher stated he 

believed so and added the retaining wall would require dirt and that had the extended date of 

June 2020. Reichert asked why it would be a priority now without the violation, as it had come 

up in the past and wasn’t completed. Fisher said he and Kevin came up with a very workable 

itemized plan that can be done. Dryden asked for clarification about the removal/repair of lawn 

tractors. Fisher sated they would be removed and that he would like to keep the snowblower.  

Mayor Jimison asked if any of the City Council members had any additional comments or 

questions. With no further comments, the public hearing was closed at 7:47 pm.  

Dated this 20th day of August, 2019. 

Approved the 3rd day of September, 2019. 
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Jessica Ayre, Administrative Clerk 



 


